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WORD FROM THE PRESIDENT
During this 4th year of Donner Sang Compter’s presence in Lebanon, 
I have the great pleasure to announce we have gathered both knowl-
edge and passion in the creation of this bi-yearly magazine. We, at 
Donner Sang Compter, have been pursuing our mission to support 
and promote the cause of blood donation in Lebanon by creating a 
centralized organization that holds a database of potential volunteers 
who are willing to generously donate their blood, platelets and plasma 
to patients in need. We also work towards educating the public on this 
essential cause. 

Today, the dynamics of blood donation is still unclear to a lot of 
people in our country. Donner Sang Compter’s main goal is to fill in 
the gap between the need of blood and the procurement of blood, 
with all the education, support, advertising and technology that 
comes in between.

We work as a unit. That is, a unit of volunteers who understand 
perfectly the importance of blood donation and its significance for 
the lives of thousands. In fact, our network of volunteers is wide, trustful 
and resourceful, but most of all, eager to spread the passion of saving lives. 
From technology geeks, to designers, to organizers, to copywriters and 
project managers, they all work with the same passion and goal, and are 
the stepping stone of the organization. 

Their hard work reflects in this publication which aims to contribute 
to spreading the word about our organization and its mission on the 
Lebanese territory.  
Together, we aim to create a more fraternal, humane and more demo-
cratic society where people will start empathizing with each other and 
take the initiative to act and make a positive change around them.

Last but not least, I would like to thank everyone who has lent a hand 
in making our organization a successful one, and in giving life to the 
Blood Brothers magazine.

”The greatest proof of responsible citizenship is to
  serve someone you don’t know.”
 
 Yorgui Teyrouz   
 Founder and President



Tribute

I AM A BLOOD CANCER PATIENT
Charbel is an energetic young man 
about to start his junior year of uni-
versity. Everything about him screams 
normal, young, fresh and full of life. 
No one would ever guess that 4 years 
ago, when he was only 15, Charbel 
battled a condition that could have 
ended his dreams: leukemia.

In a nutshell, Leukemia is a type of 
cancer that affects the blood cells, de-
stroying them progressively and thus 
making the body more vulnerable to 
infections.

Charbel’s case starts in December 
2008, while he is still a high school 
student. He recounts his story to 
Donner Sang Compter.

In December 2008, I caught a cold. 
It was quite an intense cold. Despite 
taking antibiotics and consulting a 
general practitioner, the fever would 
simply not drop and something 
felt wrong. My blood tests showed 
shocking results and the specialist I 
was referred to, asked for an imme-
diate hospitalization. 

The doctors required I had a sternal 
bone marrow biopsy, and a few days 
later, my mother came to me an-
nouncing I would be administered a 
higher dose of antibiotics, for I was 
diagnosed with a “blood infection”. 
It was way after that I knew that the 
treatment I was about to receive was 
no other than chemotherapy.

I was so weak that all my visitors 
had to wear a mask and some other 
protection, to keep me from poten-
tial infections. Soon enough, I knew 
my hospital room was to become 
my second home for quite some 
time. 

December 8. My first chemotherapy 
session took place. I was told I 
would remain at the hospital for 24 
days, which meant I wouldn’t go 
home before the beginning of 2009. 

December 23. Days after the first 
chemotherapy session, I got great 
news. Dr. Nabil Chamseddine in-
formed me I could go home and cel-
ebrate the year end with the family. 

“The last thing that could ever come to your mind 
is that YOU would be diagnosed with cancer.”

‘‘Son, You
  Have Leukemia”

Apparently, the biopsy had shown a 
state of “perfect remission”. I would 
however continue to receive chemo-
therapy treatments for around 3 
years, as the protocol stated.

My journey home was in no way 
easier. I had to wear a mask all the 
time, and it was completely forbid-
den for me to get in touch with any 
sick person. At this stage, I still had 
no idea about my condition, until 
one day, while showering, I found 
a big chunk of hair in my hands …I 
knew something was going on.  

One night, I was chatting with a 
friend of mine whose father is a 
physician, and she accidentally men-
tioned the word “leukemia”. This 
was the first time I would hear about 
this disease. It is my mother who 
later confirmed my medical condi-
tion: “Charbel, you have leukemia.”

was
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Overall, I had 8 sessions of chemo between December 
2008 and June 2009. Each one would last around 4-5 
days, after which I would relapse (a collapse in blood 
cells number). The white blood cells could only be 
administered by stimulating the bone marrow with a sy-
ringe, whereas the platelets and red blood cells needed 
to be provided by blood donations.

At first, my father had difficulties finding donors of my 
type (B+) but soon after, my sister remembered about 
“Donner Sang Compter” and the NGO made it much 
easier for us. I always wanted to thank those who were 
donating blood or platelets to me, but donors are sup-
posedly anonymous, and I still needed to remain iso-
lated for some time.

When in front of me, the family never cried nor showed 
any signs of desperation. I personally never thought I 
would die, and I didn’t cry. I believe God gave me the 
strength to make it through all the pain and agony. I 
knew I would miss out on many things I could do at my 
age, but I always had hope of doing them later. 

I imposed on my friends and family a certain way of 
seeing my disease, by living a pretty normal life, and I 
continued to take private tutoring in summer in order 
not to miss a year of school and managed to do so quite 
comfortably.

I wish people would realize the importance of donations; 
either bone marrow or blood donation. I wish the media 
raised more awareness about these topics and invited 
them to know more about NGOs such as Donner Sang 
Compter who are doing a great job in helping out for the 
blood donation cause. “Let’s be more human, we need 
people who act like DSC!”
I would like to thank my family, my friends and DSC who 
were next to me throughout my years of illness, and all 
the anonymous donors who shared their lives with me 
and helped save mine.

When I came to the doctor’s office in June 2011, I was 
expecting to receive a renewal for the treatment. I was 
surprised to hear him say: “Guess what? We’re done.” 
That was almost 3 years and a half after I started my first 
chemotherapy session. After that, I started spreading the 
word about the NGO and getting more involved in its 
activities and events. 

“Guess what?
     We’re done.”

BLOOD NEEDS GUESS WHAT

INSIDE MY HEAD

LAST WISHES AND THANKS

I feel I can help those suffering from my case much more 
now, because I’ve been through what they are currently 
feeling, and I am proud of myself because I did it with 
such courage, and I thank God for that.
Looking back on what I have been through, I believe I 
have gained more hope in life. I am no longer indifferent 
to the word “cancer”; a word that shakes me to my core. 
I know one thing for sure though, it gave me a push, and 
I’m ready to face anything now, with less fear and more 
determination.
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1 Man. 300 Lives Saved.
34 Years of Dedication…and counting!

His name is Daniel Tinawi, more 
commonly known as Dany.  He is 52, 
works at “Collège Notre-Dame de 
Jamhour“, and is proudly and ac-
tively taking part in the school’s social 
project to raise awareness among 
youngsters on environmental and so-
cial issues. But what is mostly remark-
able about this one man is his high 
commitment and true devotion to the 
blood donation cause, which has been 
going on for 34 years now.

Dany is known as the #1 donor in Leb-
anon, and DSC has had the privilege 
to interview him at his cozy home in 
Badaro. Here’s what he explains:

How did your interest in blood 
donation start?

During the 1978 war in Lebanon, my 
friend Aysar was seriously injured. I 
was 18 at the time, and had - among 
a bunch of other people - helped by 
donating some blood.
That’s when my interest started growing 

and I said to myself: “Why not become 
a regular donor?” 

Ever since, I’ve been giving blood and 
platelets on a regular basis, and I’m 
nearly up to 115 donations in total.
Throughout the years, the protocol 
has changed a lot; first, we could only 
donate once a year, then twice and so 
on and so forth. It wasn’t till recently 
that the new regulations fixed a fre-
quency set to every 56 days for whole 
blood donations.

How did you get to know 
about DSC and Yorgui Teyrouz?

I’ve known Yorgui for many years 
now. He was my student and I’ve 
been fascinated by his huge achieve-
ment in such a short period of time. 
The NGO “Donner Sang Compter” he 
came up with is a brilliant idea, and 
has helped a lot of people so far.

“He has my full support, and I’ve sa-
luted him for founding this non-profit, 

100% Lebanese NGO. I also salute all 
the volunteers working by his side. 
They are doing such a great job!”

Today, I either give blood every 2 
months (56 days) or simply wait for an 
emergency call. I stick to a particular 
calendar that I use to note down all 
my donations. This makes it easier for 
me to have a follow up on a regular 
basis, and this way I am sure not to 
cause myself or the blood receiver 
any harm.

What is your family’s opinion 
about the huge number of 
donations you’ve done so far?

My wife Simone and my children are 
very proud of me. This year was my 
son George Emile’s first donation, and 
I was delighted to have a double do-
nation together with him at the DSC 
big blood donor day event held at the 
Forum de Beyrouth. I can’t wait to see 
my daughter Iona Maria do the same 
on her 18th birthday.

Tribute

6



What would you answer the 
people who tell you to look 
after your health and limit your 
donations?

I tell them not to worry about my 
health; I carefully follow international 
guidelines for blood donation. Becom-
ing a regular donor takes a strong 
sense of commitment and also thor-
ough awareness on all issues pertain-
ing to the matter. Knowing all of that 
and respecting these guidelines, there 
is no reason at all to worry about my 
health.

How do you manage to 
encourage your entourage to 
donate blood?

I’ve succeeded in sensitizing the teen-
agers I’ve been following at Jamhour 
throughout the years. They under-
stand the importance of giving blood 
nowadays. People my age however are 
more difficult to deal with, not easily 
convinced to give blood, sadly enough, 
and for no particular reason!

Did you ever say to yourself, “I 
have given enough, I must stop 
now”?

Never. I just had to stop once for 9 
months, for a temporary health condi-
tion. I needed to wait till I was fully 
recovered to start donating blood again.

What do you do in order to 
maintain yourself in good 
shape?

I live in a “sports mode”. I have a car, 
but use it very rarely. I mainly use my 
bicycle or travel around on foot. I eat 
healthy food, and drink occasionally.

The day you’ll be told « Mr. 
Tinawi, you cannot give blood 
anymore », how will you face 
the situation?

Frankly, I cannot answer that. I do not 
like to anticipate and rush things. I will 
surely do my best to donate as much 
blood as possible until I am told to 
stop.  

Have you been honored on 
both the national and interna-
tional levels?

Yes, in 1996, in Montreal for my 50 
donations; it came as a wonderful 
surprise. Then it was for every 25.
On the national level, I’ve been hon-
ored twice; in 2000, the Lebanese 
Red Cross president, the general 
Salim Layyoun who insisted on 
honoring the 2 biggest blood donors 
in the country at the time, and I was 
one of them at 40 years old.  

The second came in the summer of 
2012, when Donner Sang Compter 
invited and honored me at a confer-
ence they gave for the occasion of 
the “World Blood Donor Day”.

Any reproach or tip you would 
like to address to the local 
blood banks?

I would love to see more welcom-
ing blood banks, a friendlier atmos-
phere, like I have experienced in 
Canada. There is a lot of room for 
improvement: more excited person-
nel, assistance in filling question-
naires, distribution of give-aways 
after donations, etc. These small 
details can surely make a difference 
on a higher scale to hesitant and/or 
potential blood donors.

‘‘ I will not be sad, that 
 is for sure. I think I 
  will be rather proud, 
 because I would 
 have given it my all. ’’
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At Donner Sang Compter, we count on the creativity 
and the enthusiasm of our volunteers. Each one of them 
adds a piece to the puzzle, and we can’t be thankful 
enough for the work being achieved, the time being sac-
rificed, and the mind blowing ideas and endless determi-
nation they are willing to provide.

Any person hoping to become a volunteer with DSC 
must go through training and an interview, which allows 
us to better understand profiles, and helps us divide the 
tasks upon the whole team according to interests, field 
of work and personalities.

Respect is a must between the members and when it 
comes to assignments, seriousness and punctuality 
are crucial. On the other hand, many gatherings are 
organized throughout the year to help them get more 
acquainted to each other. These excursions add a spirit 
of joy, fun, and happiness to the ambience, with friend-
ships starting to build progressively, some seemingly 
bound to become everlasting!

Mainly, we classify our volunteers as follows:

The Building Blocks: 
They show up constantly at the office, at least once a 
week for several hours, participate in all activities of the 
NGO and are constantly involved in the decision making 
and the event organizations.

The Soldiers: 
These guys are more in the shadows but always ready to 
jump in and give a hand.  They are behind our success 
on the ground, helping us hugely by setting up stands in 
the different universities and on many premises all over 
the Lebanon.

The Cybernauts: 
They are usually unable to attend our meetings and 
events on a regular basis, but we count on them for the 
different social platforms; liking, sharing and re-tweeting 
our messages and posts.

With a Little Help from our Volunteers!

Tribute
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The Journey of Donated Blood 
Step 1: Preparing your blood.
After your unit of blood is collected - along with several 
vials - your blood donation is labeled and then transported 
for testing at the proper laboratories.

Step 3: Testing.
Your blood is typed; it includes the ABO type and a positive 
or negative Rh factor, and each vial of blood is tested for 
safety and for:

 HBV (Hepatitis B Virus)
 HCV (Hepatitis C Virus)
 HIV (the virus that causes AIDS)
 HTLV (Human T-cell Lymphotropic Virus)
 Syphilis
 West Nile Virus (WNV)
 Unexpected red cell antibodies that the donor may   

 have formed in response to an earlier exposure 
 to blood, through either transfusion or pregnancy
 West Nile Virus (WNV)
 Sickle cell trait (performed on donors enrolling in the  

 sickle cell program)

Step 2: Separating blood components.
The donated whole blood is separated into three essential 
components - red cells, platelets, and plasma. This process 
can now also be done on the spot with new machines that are 
automatically able to split the different components.

Step 4: Storage and transport.
After your blood has been divided, passed all required 
tests, and been properly typed and labeled, it is stored in 
large refrigerators and freezers. It is now ready for distri-
bution to hospitals and to the patients whose lives will be 
saved or sustained by this generous gift.

No blood is released for transfusion without passing the 
required tests. Although it is rare to find donated blood that 
may transmit infections, those units of blood that are reac-
tive to viral markers are not released for transfusion.

Step 5: Transfusing your blood to 
patients in need.
The final step in your donated blood’s journey is when the 
right type of donation you have made reaches the right 
patient - typically within 10 days. Consider the need and the 
lives you can save by matching your donation to the blood 
component patients need the most.

In Focus
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World Blood Donor Day 2012  
Forum de Beyrouth

On Sunday 24th of June 2012, Donner Sang Compter organized 
for the second year in a row, an event to pay tribute to all the 
donors and volunteers while trying to break the world record 
for the biggest human blood drop ever made. More than 2000 
Lebanese responded to the call and gathered at the Forum de 
Beyrouth for what would be an unforgettable day, full of laugh-
ter and surprises.

Stands were dispersed in the wide area outside the Forum, 8 of 
them related to interesting games people had to play in order 
to earn a sticker for each. The total number of stickers would 
unlock our secret message for that day, “THANK YOU”. 
 

The event was hosted by the popular comedian Nemr Abou 
Nassar, who donated blood for the first time on that day. Quite 
exciting!

In Focus



After an hour of running around and 
trying to fit in the pre-outlined blood 
drop that was set up on the floor, we 
finally had a clear, clean, giant human 
blood drop! And just like that, we had 
broken our 2011 record and nearly 
doubled it in number! 

Unfortunately, the world record that 
Korea snatched from us earlier in the 
year remained unscathed. 

All in all, around 140 
donated at the AUBMC 
stand, and the totality 
of the blood collected 
went to the Saint Jude – 
Children Cancer Center!
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“Every Blood Donor is a Hero” 
 World Blood Donor Day Conference

On the day before the “World Blood Donor Day” which 
takes place on June 14 of each year, Donner Sang 
Compter (DSC) organized a conference entitled “Every 
Blood Donor Is a Hero” at USJ-CSH.

The event was attended by around 500 people and was 
hosted by popular comedian Mr. Joseph Azoury. 
Red human dummies were scattered around the amphi-
theater, separated by 4 seats in order to represent the 
ratio of people who are in need of blood: 1 out of 5.

The conference featured talks by Dr. Rita Feghaly who 
highlighted the importance of volunteering for the cause 
of blood donation, exposing some statistics about the 
country, before Dr. Roula Farah tackled the need of blood 
for cancer patients.

 Mr. Charbel Maroun, a blood receiver who thanked   
 DSC for their full support during his fight against can- 
 cer; his constant need for blood having been provided  
 by the NGO.

 Mr. Wissam Sabbagh, a famous local actor, talked   
 about his first blood donation experience which was  
 aired live. Mr. Sabbagh suggested schools/universities 
 should include raising awareness about donating   
 blood in their programs.

 Mr. Dany Tinawi, a teacher at “Collège Notre Dame 
 de Jamhour”, took us back to 1978, sharing with us 
 his experience with the need to transfuse blood for his 
 wounded comrade during the Lebanese war. Mr. 
 Tinawi has been donating blood for 34 years and has 
 exceeded 100 donations. He ended his speech by stat-
 ing that he will keep on donating blood each 56 days 
 until the doctors tell him that he can no longer do so.

 Mr. Rawad Haddad recounted his story back in 2004 
 when he lost his left arm during a car accident. Re-
 jected from the hospital, Rawad bled out and his heart 
 stopped beating for 4 hours. His urgent need for blood 
 required 72 people to cover for all of what he had lost.

Following these two speeches, several testimonials took place:

In Focus
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Succeeding these touching testi-
monials, awards were distributed 
for DSC’s top 100 most committed 
donors (10+ times donors, 25+ time 
donors, 50+ time donor for Mr. Khalil 
Azar – co-founder and treasurer of 
DSC, 75+ time donor for Mr. Yorgui 
Teyrouz – founder and actual presi-
dent of the NGO, and 100+ time do-
nor for Mr. Dany Tinawi.) A group of 
donors and receivers joined the beat 
of Rawad’s drums to sing the Blood 
Donor’s song “We Shine As One”. 

Beyond Words...
It is very often quite difficult to 
convey a message with only words; 
especially when the topic is some-
what unfamiliar. And so, in order to 
make the blood donation cause more 
appealing, we have decided to go 
beyond the flyers, beyond the press, 
beyond the speeches and direct an 
actual short movie, which was aired 
at the end of the conference. Beyond 
words, comes motion pictures, which 
we have used to illustrate the situa-
tion of blood donation in Lebanon. 
A touching but also educational film 
that takes place in Beirut’s Saint 
George Hospital, with Lebanese ac-
tors, Lebanese directors, and Leba-
nese circumstances. The characters 
are strategically inspired from real 
life situations; you will find the little 
girl fighting cancer, the mother fac-
ing complications while giving birth, 
the street fight ending with a badly 
injured youngster, the understanding 
doctor, the worried firends and family 
members, the complete stranger who 
helps you with genuine goodness, 
and the “dekkanjeh” ever so gener-
ous and understanding. We all know 
them. We all could actually be them. 
We all feel with them from inside...

You can enjoy our short movie on YouTube by 
searching for “From inside - First DSC movie” 
or by subscribing to our channel “DSC Lebanon” 
and looking for the title FROM INSIDE من القلب
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Looking back on all that was done the past 3 years to create 
a grapevine effect, the means were to set up recruitment 
stands and organize social activities to raise awareness 
about our cause.

However, solely working on word-of-mouth wasn’t merely 
enough. We realised the importance of being “on-site” and 
working on attracting people ourselves in order to encour-
age them to spare some blood for the cause.
And so, we started what we call the Blood Drives, or what 
we also refer to as the “contagion” plan! In fact, the gen-
erosity of blood donation is contagious, and young people 
are driving their surroundings to be more involved in the 
cause. Blood Drives have created more hype than ever 
amongst yougsters.

Here is a glimpse of our recent presence:

 Blood Drives Universities: Faculte de Medecine, 
 Lebanese University

 Blood Drives Villages: Partnership with OTV show   
 “La2ouna 3al se7a”: they have included a new concept  
 in the competitions; the village earns 1 point for every 
 10 donors gathered

 Blood Drives Malls: City Mall during Ramadan, “stocks  
 went low” campaign

 Blood Drives Companies: Hotel Vendome 

From colleges to businesses, we try to get everybody 
involved and concerned by our cause, in order to enlarge 
the circle of our “life-savers” in Lebanon. 

DSC aims at organizing as many blood drives as 
possible, always in a good mood and fun setting, 
to encourage the Lebanese people to give blood 
and remind them of the immense joy of being able 
to save a life in one 5 minute arm-stretch!

In Focus

Why Host Blood Drives?
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Often, it is possible to encounter people who are not able 
to donate blood for certain medical issues. But fear not, 
fellow responsible citizen, serving a noble cause can take 
many forms! 

As you must already know, DSC relies heavily on the work 
of a structural network of volunteers who form the heart 
and soul of the organization. These people know that sav-
ing lives does not solely repose on donation but also on 
creating awareness and encouragements through blood 
drives.  

Therefore, an extremely effective way of volunteering to 
save lives, whether you can or can’t give blood, is organ-
izing a blood drive. 

Anyone can do it, anyone can initiate it, and anyone can 
give a hand! It is of the highest importance to always be 
present on the Lebanese territory to remind everyone of 
the importance of blood donation and by the same token, 
encourage them to just sit in that chair and extend an arm 
for a fellow in need. 

So, if you feel like helping out for a good cause, you can 
pitch creative ideas, come up with a theme, set up an 
original stand, and then be part of the Lebanese life-saving 
scene! 

Want to be an initiator, coordinator, on-site 
manager or even just the head behind a cool idea 
for a blood drive? Well, get in touch with us on: 
facebook (Donner Sang Compter),  by email 
(info@dsclebanon.org) or by phone call (70/314868)!

Organizing a Blood Drive is 
Another Way of Volunteering!
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In the Limelight

Here’s a glimpse of some of the activities.

At DSC, we don’t limit our activities to blood awareness campaigns and drives only. We make sure a team spirit and a 
joyful humor is always kept among the different volunteers, via trainings and charity events, stands and fundraisers we 
organize all year long. We try as much as possible to be present all over the Lebanese territory and are never absent 
from the social scene.

A movie and many short commercials have been shot so far 
for DSC, offered by talented volunteers in the directing field, 
in order to raise awareness and promote blood donation. 

Hollywood? 

Training session and conferences for companies, students 
and organizations are an essential part of our work; we intent 

to educate people, mostly the youth, about the blood situation 
in the country and how we proceed to ameliorate it.

Trainings & 
conferences

With every event organized, TVs, radio stations and news-
papers are showing more interest in our NGO. Media 
exposure is something we tend to focus on, for it helps our 
message reach a wider audience. 

In the Press

What’s New?
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Taking part of national events is a must, for we believe it is one of 
the best ways to show the community how active we really are 
and how much we care to support other organizations.

Partying in 
Community

Stands are essential for keeping our database up to date 
and recruiting as many potential donors as possible. Spread 

across universities and other local premises, and managed 
by teams of volunteers, they constitute an excellent mean to 

promote our current and upcoming activities as well.

Always around
the corner!

Charitable activities are also a classic at DSC; we help not 
only by supplying people with blood, but by providing fam-
ilies in need with food and joy, every Christmas, making it 
an occasion to remember.

L.O.V.E

Training sessions for our volunteers are planned every 
now and then to strengthen the bond of trust among them, 
while creating a fun ambiance that boosts productivity, and 

allows them to deliver much more. 

Bonding
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What we currently know and face:
The blood donation system in Lebanon is still at a quite 
basic stage.  Till this day, we do not have a national central-
ized blood bank; instead, each hospital manages the flow 
of blood units going in and out from their own blood bank.  
And so the current process puts the hospitals exclusively in 
charge of replacing all units of blood used by their patients. 

Let’s take a closer look at what happens within each hospi-
tal’s blood bank: 

Let’s say a patient came in and needed X units of blood. 
In order to ensure replacement of these X units and avoid 
shortages, the hospital relies on what is commonly known 
as the replacement system, which puts the patient in 
charge of replacing those X units of blood that he/she used. 
This system thus puts a lot of pressure on the patient, who 
hastily chooses the first donor available in order to give 
back what he/she “owes” to the hospital’s blood bank. 
As you can imagine, the cracks of this system are end-
less…starting from anonymity issues and shortages issues 
and going to ethical ones.  
But the solution is actually quite simple; and in its sim-
plicity, it can revolutionize the blood donation system in 
Lebanon, eradicating those issues caused by our lack of 
centralized blood bank. 

Hold your breath; here is what 
we have to offer:

In light of the previously mentioned context, Donner Sang 
Compter has decided to raise the bar and help develop 
the blood donation system in the country by presenting a 
“Mobile Blood Bank”(MBB).

Mobile is right! As this blood bank is no ordinary one. It 
travels on wheels. Are you guessing? Yes! A bus/blood 
bank will be traveling around town, circulating across to 
companies, universities, municipalities and faraway towns, 
taking blood “on the spot” from those who wish to donate, 
while promoting our cause and the importance of donating 
blood.

The project will be financed with the money provided by 
the numerous fundraisers organized by the NGO.  This 
idea saw the light last year and was proudly launched for 
the first time during the World Blood Donor Day Confer-
ence this year. It is currently being under pro bono analysis 
by Booz & co. and should be fully functional by early 2013!

First Mobile Blood Bank in Lebanon

What’s New?
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Now that you know...let’s talk results:

The MBB is in fact a radical solution to many of the prob-
lems usually encountered in the multi-centered blood 
donation system in Lebanon.  
 First of all, by ensuring extra units of blood being drawn 

 “on the spot” from the bus, we can provide coverage of a 
 certain percentage of hospitals’ blood needs. This cover-
 age will thus free patients of their “duty” to give back to  
 the hospital and replace the units they have been trans-
 fused. In other words, “I’ll give you the units of blood you 
 need but you have to replace it” will become “I’ll give 
 you the units of blood you need and don’t worry about 
 replacing it, the MBB covered for you.” Not to forget ob-
 viously, that they should always encourage their sur-
 roundings to donate not only to cover a patient, but also 
 for pure and simple selflessness to other patients in need.  

 Second, the MBB covering hospital’s blood needs is in 
 complete compliance with international standard of ano-
 nymity. The identity of the “spot donor” is unknown to 
 the patient and vice versa.

 Third, the MBB concept ensures ethical standards are 
 in place. Since the patient is no longer under pressure 
 to replace the blood he has used from the hospital’s 
 blood bank, the rush of hastily providing “random” blood 
 is then prevented. The hospital will no longer have to 
 deal with the problem of being given back non-compliant 
 blood or unsafe blood by patients. 

All in all…
Remember we talked about Lebanon being at a basic stage 
when it comes to the blood donation cause? Well the MBB 
offers the beginning of what could be a first step towards 
a more professional system for the blood donation status 

If you don’t like to go to the blood bank
The blood bank will come to you‘‘ ‘‘

in Lebanon making sure it complies with international 
standards of ethics and safety to both donors and patients. 
Exciting times for an exciting cause!

19



Social Network

A page of inspiration and encouragement to 
many, photos, updates, likes, shares, comments, 
a blast of information and fun stuff. Whether 
you’re a regular donor or just a fan, you will most 
probably need to “like” us on facebook!

We are on…
FACEBOOK

We are a bunch of young 
volunteers, young believers. 

And…we are Online! 
HEAVILY online! 

if blood donors are heroes, then platelets donors are superheroes!
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Our Twitter account @DSCLebanon 
is our core and direct means of mass 
communication to our fellow tweet-
ers.  You will get real-time, spontane-
ous thoughts and updates. We are 
tweeting 24/7 getting fast and prompt 
replies to our posts, which makes it  
easy for us to assess a situation and 
go about our emergency cases or 
getting our followers’ opinions on our 
ideas and/or inquiries. 

The channel DONNER SANG COMPTER 
is full of surprises and fun videos to 
watch. From ads, conferences, inter-
views, live feedbacks to short movies, 
you can get follow our activities even 
better by subscribing to this channel. 
Comments and feedback are always 
welcome!

Also the blog donation central at 
www.dscblog.com, keeps chronological 
easy access to the NGO’s activities, 
medical articles, contributions, video 
reports and many more, serving as an 
archive for those who don’t want to 
miss a thing!

Finally, you can find all of the above links 
on our website www.dsclebanon.org, on 
which you can also read a thorough de-
scription of our organisation, who we are 
and what we do. More importantly, and 
apart from recent news, upcoming event, 
stories, games, jokes and blood facts, our 
website gives you a one-click access to 
being either a volunteer or a donor with 
DSC. Surf it, it’s fun and educational! 

We are also 
on…YOUTUBE

We are on…
TWITTER

Oh yes, and 
we also have 
a…BLOG!

& a WEBSITE!
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What’s New?

Mobile Application

Get Your Phones Out!

On the 14th of June 2012, during the 
“World Blood Donor Day Conference”, 
Donner Sang Compter announced the 
launch of their first mobile app “DSC 
Lebanon” on the iOS platform. The 
rest of the platforms will be coming 
soon. The app is designed and devel-
oped by apps2you which helped the 
NGO integrate a comprehensive digi-
tal strategy that includes web, social 
media, and mobile.
The mobile app provides useful infor-
mation and tools to reach out to vol-
unteers and communicate the latest of 
DSC activities and requests. With this 
mobile app, Donner Sang Compter 
was able to extend furthermore the 
reach of their mission, by increasing 
their engagement with the volunteer 
users, and being able to help those in 
urgent need of blood.

Donner Sang Compter 
mobile app features: 
 Push Notifications: through the app,     

 DSC is able to call for urgent blood 
needs.
 My SOS: personal information to 

be used in case of an accident; com-
municating who to call, blood type, 
insurance number and other relevant 
information.
 Blood test guide: all the information 

related to blood donation, such as 
the list of centers, how to behave, the 
preparation needed, etc. 
 Blood donation history log.
 Emergency numbers: Hospitals, am-

bulances, fire department numbers, 
etc...
 DSC gallery & events.
 Blood Brother Bracelets: locations 

where they can be bought to support 
DSC.
 Share the app with friends and/or on 

social networks.

About apps2you
Apps2you is the biggest Mobile Soft-
ware Development firm in Lebanon, 
and one of the leading players in the 
region. Apps2you has been delivering 
mobile applications for the local and 
global markets for more than 3 years 
today. After deploying more than 100 
apps on different mobile platforms to 
different GSM operator and clients, 
apps2you is now a mobile apps devel-
opment specialist firm, on all plat-
forms (iPhone, iPad, Android, Nokia, 
BlackBerry®, Windows Mobile).

The Android version is set to be 
released in the upcoming month 
of December.
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Play and Learn

Jokes
 Two children were sitting outside a clinic, one of them 

 was crying very loudly.
 Tony: “Why are you crying?”
 Rami: “I came here for a blood test.”
 Tony: “And, are you afraid?”
 Rami: “No, for the blood test they cut my finger!”
 At this, the 2nd child started crying…
 Rami: “Why are you crying now?”
 Tony: “I came here for a urine test!”

Blood Brother’s Sudoku
The objective of the game is to fill all the blank squares 
with the correct blood types. Every row, column and 3 by 3 
subsection must include all blood types (including platelets 
“Plt”) in any order.

The first 10 to solve the Blood 
Brother’s Sudoku will win a 30$ 
voucher from Deek Duke.

Scan or take a picture of your solution
and send it to info@dsclebanon.org

Facts
 O+ and A+ are the most available types of 

 blood, while AB- is the least common one.
 AB+ is the blood type called “universal 

 receiver” and O- the “universal donor”.
 Donating blood requires around 15 

 minutes while donating platelets takes about 
 1h 15mins.
 Each bag of blood can save up to 3 lives as 

 its components are separated and distrib-
 uted to different patients in need.
 Only 5% of the population donates blood, 

 and the remaining 95% rely on them.
 1 out of 7 patients checking in a hospital 

 needs blood.

Did you know?
 The ABO blood group system is widely credited to   

 have been discovered by the Austrian scientist Karl 
 Landsteiner, who found three different blood types in   
 1900. He was awarded the Nobel Prize in Physiology 
 or Medicine in 1930 for his work.

GOOD LUCK!
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